
Our City 
 
The first in person meeting of the American Falls City Council in over two months included a 
full agenda and with social distancing a full Council Chambers.  I welcomed the opportunity to 
see everyone in person and a more fluid dynamic of being there in person rather than virtually 
being together.  I very much appreciated the discussions and productivity of the meeting as 
well; all were thoughtful and well intentioned. 
 
Campers at Seagull Bay will now be offered half price rounds of golf like those from Indian 
Springs and Willow Bay at the American Falls City Golf Course.  We certainly welcome all 
campers to participate in the offer and enjoy our outstanding course and hospitality. 
 
One of the things that I have always prided American Falls on is our welcoming atmosphere 
and the general desire to help our neighbors and each other.  So, when Neighborworks asked 
the Council to waive fees for building permits and water and sewer connections on the two 
homes they are building across from the track at the middle school I was acutely interested in 
how they would reach a compromise without setting an untenable precedent for future 
projects.  Neighborworks is a nonprofit and typically has buy-in on projects from participating 
cities like Pocatello, Chubbuck and Blackfoot in the form of grants.  Since American Falls 
doesn’t have access to grant funds yet we offered to provide a few hours of labor and 
equipment much like we have done for the School District on small projects in the past.  
Neighborworks provides affordable housing for first-time home buyers and loans / grants to 
qualified home owners for remodeling and improvements.  They are exactly the type of 
partners we need in our community and we certainly welcome them. 
 
Over the next year we will also be working with the Department of Environmental Quality 
(DEQ) and the engineers at Keller and Associates to complete our waste water planning study.  
Like the recently completed water planning study it will help us identify infrastructure needs 
and produce a management plan that will allow us to address many of those needs; hopefully 
before they become critical.  I suspect that like our water distribution system much of which is 
buried underground, out of sight and out of mind, some our waste water collections system is 
nearing the term of its longevity and we will need a plan in place to address those coming 
issues.  So, I welcome the opportunity to work with our partners at the DEQ and Keller in 
developing the study and plan. 
 
One of the identified needs of the Water Planning Study was monitoring and measuring our 
use of water as a community.  Following the direction of the Water Working Group the City 
Council approved at last Wednesday’s meeting the purchase and installation of SCADA system 
(Supervisory Control And Data Acquisition).  This system will allow for the better management 
of our water use and tell us how much we are actually using.  It is our hope that the system 
will help us decrease our use of water by about 30% in the City’s green spaces.  The controls 
for the system will be installed this summer and the flow meters will be installed after the 
irrigation season.  We will use our portable flow meter over the course of this summer to get a 
baseline on water use in these same areas.  Watch this space for results. 
 
Our partner, Cris Schultz, the concessionaire at Willow Bay will be installing up to 12 new 
long-term camping sites, six new tent sites and a new modular restroom and shower facility to 



the south and west of the varsity softball field in the weeks and months to come.  These long-
term camping areas are needed now to accommodate the construction crews working on the 
American Falls dam and a new Lamb Weston project.  These sites will be a great addition to the 
area and meet long term needs for the facility. 
 
I have always enjoyed working with proactive partners; folks who see a potential need and 
work cooperatively to address and provide for that need.  It is one of the best things about this 
community.  And, while I always try to put a sunny spin on most things, we do have our 
problems and things that need to be addressed.  It has been my experience that partnerships 
directed at a common cause and for the common good will always prevail.  I welcome more of 
these types of opportunities. 
 
Stay safe one and all; COVID-19 is still with us and will continue to be for the foreseeable 
future – social distance and careful hygiene, please. 
 
Until next week… 


