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Congratulations to the American Falls High School class of 2020 on your graduation this 
Saturday, May 30th.  I know the year ended nothing like any of you, your parents or teachers 
wanted it to.  Thank you for being adaptable and persistent in your efforts to complete your 
secondary education.  Your graduation will be historic to be sure; I am confident that you each 
will make the most of the opportunities that present themselves in your future.  Adversity and 
change are a constant part of life; the abilities that many of you developed these last few 
months in regard to adaptability will serve you well as you make your future. 
 
The need to adapt serves us all well.  In fact, it is essential to survival.  Last week I wrote about 
the need to close the City restrooms and Porta Potties in the North and South City Parks.  They 
will remain closed, EXCEPT, for groups who can provide a comprehensive plan on how they 
propose to keep them clean and sanitary during an event that has been approved by the City 
Council.  Case in point; at last Wednesday’s recessed City Council meeting, the Council voted 
to allow the Music in the Park event planners to have access to the City Restrooms provided 
they submit a written and approved plan on how they will keep the facilities clean and sanitary 
between individual uses during their events.  Other groups wishing the same accommodation 
will have the ability to submit their plans for approval by the City should they desire to use the 
facilities.  Points to be addressed in the submitted plans will be posted on the City website by 
June 1. 
 
Similarly, if you have a group event that will have 10 to 49 people between May 30th and June 
13th I advise you to contact the Eastern Idaho Health District (208-233-9080) to learn about 
advisable protocols for such events.  I would do the same for groups larger than 50 after June 
13th.  A few simple steps early may prevent severe consequence in the fight against COVID-19 
later.  This is a suggestion, it is not a requirement by the City or the State.  As stated in previous 
columns a bit of common sense and thought to prevention will go a long way in helping all of 
us get back on track to a more normal time. 
 
As I write and think about normal times, there a two things that I would ask you to consider 
not doing necessarily as you have always done.  The first is in regard to water use for 
irrigation.  The City’s goal is to reduce water consumption during the peak irrigation months 
of June, July and August by 40%.  The City and School District have begun measures to reduce 
their water use significantly.  Last year in July the City exceeded our pumping capacity due to 
exceedingly high water demands for irrigation throughout the community.  Like the fight 
against COVID-19 the need to conserve water is not one that can be met by a few willing 
participants; it must be a community effort. 
 
The second matter is directed at those of you with children under 18 years of age.  Please 
remain vigilant as to their whereabouts especially at night.  For the first time in years we are at 
full staff in the Police Department; however, those officers are donating a lot of their time off 
duty and even on duty to respond to and help our neighbors who are homebound or infirm 
during the pandemic.  Children found out after curfew will be required to have their parent 
come and get them as has been done for the previous three summers. 
 



Until next week… 


